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Wilmslow Advanced Motorists

Newsletter

March 2008

Dear all,

Welcome to the latest edition of the newsletter. Especially welcome
are the following new ‘associates’ currently on Fixed length course
number 31:- Martin Lee, Geoffrey Turner, Jon Cartmel,

Mike Davies & Diana Payne.

newsletter have been recommended for membership
of the IAM following test:-

> Mike Pickering, David Uprichard,

Mark Warburton

Remember now is a good time to recruit new mem-
bers for the next course starting 6th May 2008

Congratulations to the following who since the last
(
Vﬁ

Diary Dates:- Classrooms:-

Sunday runs Classroom & meetings are currently
Sun 16th Mar - Run 6 at theDrum & Monkey, Moss

Sun 6th Apr _Run 7 Rose, Alderley Edge

Sun 20th Apr - Run 8 These are 7.45pm for 8.00pm starts.

Tues 15th April - Classroom 3

All Sunday runs start from the c&rome along & meet one of the
park behind The Samuel FinneyEXaminers
in Wilmslow. Registration is at

10:00 hours, please make yoursBIgXt course:
known by checking in with Jose, Tues 6th May 2008 - Classroom 1

Ivy or Gavin. Runs start at 10.30(Fixed length course No. 32)

hours. Please do let us know if This venue may change so please

you can _not_make the run to assb% check before coming along.
in organisation. Contact numbers

are on the back cover. 1st Run - Sunday 11th May
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Chairman’s Chat

Welcome again to the latest WAM newsletter. You will hopefully no-
tice the call for people to step forward and help in the running of the
group. We are a small group operating in the SK9 area and currently
very reliant on the same few people to keep things going. Particularly
welcome would be ideas on recruiting and how we can appeal to the
under 26s who are particularly at risk of being killed on the roads. The
IAM are trying to provide some incentive through the IAM select
scheme however it didn’t work for me as they wouldn’t provide a quote
for my ‘modified’ vehicle. Apparently having a ‘raised air intake’ (aka
Snorkel) makes me uninsurable in their eyes!

And this is why the snorkel is necessary .
Deep water wading! By the way if anyone
else out there has an off road capable v
cle I'll be doing more ‘mud plugging’ this
year which is open to all & some slightly '*"—ua_,)
gentler ‘green laning’ hopefully.

There is currently a Police publicity cam- §
paign on ‘driving under the influence of === '

drugs’ which seems a very worthwhile initiative. ThIS one will require
actual Police Officers however instead of cameras so | do wonder how
much of an impact they can have other than the publicity which is being
given, after all there seems to have been little or no effect on people us-
ing hand held mobile phones whilst driving or other similar potentially
dangerous habits. | was recently driven by a work colleague to Carlisle
& back and just had to comment to him on his ‘tailgating’, eating whilst
driving and lack of anticipation. Thankfully he didn’t attempt to use a
hand held mobile which could well have been the last straw! | don't be-
lieve that there is anyone with so much time pressure on them to do any
of these things whilst driving and they don’t seem to be aware of the
potential consequences.

On that note | look forward to seeing as many of you as possible out and
about (for a drink?) & keep spreading the word.

—

Jerry, Chairman
E-mail: chairman@w-a-m.info
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Robo Attendant?

Motorists nostalgic for the time
they could sit tight while atten-
dants braved windswept garage
forecourts to fill their tanks may
yet see those heady days return -
compliments of a Dutch robot.
Dutch inventors have unveiled a
car-fuelling robot they say is the
first of its kind, working by regis-
tering the car on arrival at the fill-

ing station and matching it to a da—Skid Pan

tabase of fuel cap designs and fuel _
types. A robotic arm fitted with Skid pan sessions are not only fun

regular gas pump, carefully opensin @ Secure setting so should it ever
the car's flap, unscrews the cap, Nappen on the road you are more
picks up the fuel nozzle and direct®repared to deal with it.

it towards the tank opening, much

as a human arm would, and as efff?U€ to changes in booking the
ciently. The inventors hope to in- Skid Pan we were unable to secure

troduce the "Tankpitstop" robot in @nY places last year. As there were

a handful of Dutch stations by the Many members who were inter-

car whose tank can be opened ~ We are looking into an alternative

without a key, and whose contours/€nue for this year.
and dimensions have been re-
corded to avoid scratching.

If you are interested in learning
skid control please let me know
your contact details and number of
candidates (you do not need to be
an IAM member).

Email Vanessa before March'30
2008.
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Is this the answer to Recruiters Prayers?

What is the most common question you are asked when talking to a po-
tential new recruit? For me it has to be “Will passing my Advanced
Driving Test reduce my insurance premiums?”. The standard answer is,
“Yes as you will have fewer accidents if you drive to the advanced stan-
dard and this will be reflected in your premium. In some cases you can
find insurance companies that will reduce premiums for advanced driv-
ers.”

My experience is that potential recruits see this as a ‘No’.

The old IAM insurance scheme Select could not compete with most
other Insurance companies. Recently the IAM has appointed Adelaide
Insurance Services to administer the new scheme, called IAM Surety.
Adelaide already has a very successful track record in working with the
IAM to provide car insurance for members in Northern Ireland, and
more recently, motorcycle insurance for members throughout the UK.
As a result of their experience Adelaide are advertising the new scheme
with the promise that it wiltut the cost of car insurance for 9 out of

10 members

It is unclear if this means 9 out of 10 they give a quote to, as the 3 peo-
ple | know that have contacted them could not get a quote due to vehicle
modifications (one not performance related) or vehicle not being first
registered in the UK.

It would be interesting to hear of others experiences and if they do live
up to their promise. Then we can truly say, “Yes, passing your Ad-
vanced driving test will reduce your insurance premiums”.

Your action required:

If you have had a quote from Surety please let me know
(vrtorr@yahoo.co.uk) how it compares to other quotes and | would also
like to hear from those that Surety would not quote for and why. Re-
sults will be published (anonymously) in the next Newsletter.

For more recruiting requests See Page 7........
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Give and take

Being prepared mentally for what may happen next when you are on the
road, rather than relying on reactions to sort out a problem when it has
already arisen, is a key factor in safe driving and riding.

By doing that you can also be prepared for what other road users around
you might get wrong. Be ready to keep things safe by what you do to
allow for them.

A bit of give and take goes a long way.

This is the opposite of the "blame culture”. Instead of mentally com-
plaining because "that white van man just cut me up", have a think about
what you were doing before hand and what you could have done, if any-
thing, in a different way to prevent that near miss happening.

The 1AM researched this approach with Brunel University two years

ago. Using two control groups of drivers, plus a third coached to IAM
standards, Brunel were able to evaluate the difference this approach
made.

Those drivers who were prepared to see themselves as part of the poten-
tial hazard were less likely to be involved in a crash or a near miss than
the drivers who just "blamed" other road users around them.

Being alert to the possible mistakes of others may feel like a low priority
when you are under pressure, or on a bad Monday morning perhaps. It's
easier to expect others to do what they should do, all the time.

But there is no such thing as the perfect driver. Do your bit by allowing
for their errors. And, if that feel too onerous, think about this: haven’t
you, at some stage when you were driving made an error which someone
else then made safe? Be honest - we all have.

So make a point of helping out the other road users who might do the
same for you.

IAM News Release

Driving Lesson One: Shiny side up; rubber side down.!

Everything coming your way? You're in the wrong lane!
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The Group Committee Needs
YOU
(Fully paid up Members only)

We would be very grateful for any help
you can offer, in any capacity.

We currently require a
Young Driver Representative  (under 30)
in addition to regular committee members
to lighten the load.

Remember, above all....
This is Your Group

If you want to shape the group and be in-
volved please contact any committee
member (names and contact details on
back of newsletter). Just 1 meeting every
6 weeks for about 1 and a half hours will
make a big difference.
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Following on from an article last
year in the Wilmslow Express
regarding older drivers (including
comments from our Chairman!)
the 1AM recently released this
news article....

Focus on helping older driv-
ers to drive safely not com-
pulsory tests

“Older drivers are among the saf-
est on the road and represent a
much smaller risk than drivers les

than 25 years. Therefore, it is har

to justify the imposition of com-
pulsory medical or driving tests at
the age of 70 on road safety
grounds,” says Neil Greig, IAM
Trust Director.

“The focus should be on one-to-
one professional assessment to
help ageing drivers to understand

when and where it may be best nc

to drive, based on their abilities —

and to support them and their rela
tives in deciding themselves wher

they should stop driving.”
According to the IAM Trust, re-
search and accident records of

older drivers suggest that compul-

sory driving tests would be a to-
tally disproportionate response to

the scale of the problem, as the re
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duction in the number of accidents
would be minimal. Research also
shows that most older drivet®
know when the time comes to stop
driving — and they do stop.
Equally, family doctors are now
much more aware of their role in
advising older patients about their
fitness to drive.

Joke

Policeman: “Licence, please.”
Solicitor: “What for?”

Policeman: “You did not come to a
complete stop at the stop sign”
Solicitor: “I slowed down and no
car was coming.”

Policeman: “You still didn’t come
to a complete stop. Licence
please.”

Solicitor: “What’s the difference?”
Policeman: “The difference is, you
have to come to a complete stop.
It's the law. Licence please.”
Solicitor: “ If you can show me the
legal difference between slow and
stop, | will give you my licence
and you can give me a ticket. If
not, let me go and don’t give me a
ticket.”

The policeman takes out his trun-
cheon and starts beating the hell
out of the solicitor.

Policeman: “Want me to stop or
just slow down?”



a kr 0N

o

10.
11.

12.

13.

14.

HIGHWAY CODE QUIZ

What do these signs mean?

What parts of your vehicle must you keep clear of snow?
What should you do if the traffic lights are not working?
When can you use a mobile phone in your car?

On a Motorway, what do red lights on the overhead signals
mean?

What is the difference between a Pelican and Toucan crossing?
If someone flashes their headlights, what should you do?

Who is legally responsible for ensuring a 14 year old wears a
seatbelt?

What is the stopping distance at 40 mph?
When should you NOT use your horn?

What distance do you need to be able to read a number plate
from (in good daylight)?

Does anyone know where these services are? |
need some petrol!

Should you enter the hatched
area?

If this officer directs you with hand signals should you comply?

Answers: Try looking in the Highway Code!
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THE BRIDGE

A man riding his Harley was riding along a California beach when sud-
denly The sky clouded above his head and God himself appeared! And
in a booming voice, the Lord said, "Because you have tried to be faith-
ful to me in all ways, | will grant you One desire."

The biker pulled over and said, "Build a bridge to Hawaii so | can ride
over anytime | want." The Lord said, "Your request is materialistic,
think of the enormous challenges for that kind of undertaking; the sup-
ports required reaching the bottom of the Pacific, the marine environ-
mental concerns and the consequent air pollution. And the concrete
and steel it would take!

It will nearly exhaust natural resources in many countries. Global
economies could collapse and the world could spiral into chaos. Of
course | can do it, but it is hard for me to justify your desire for worldly
things.

Take a little more time and think of something that could possibly help
all of mankind." The biker thought about it for a long time. Finally, he
said, "Lord, | wish that | and all men couldderstand women; | want

to know how she feels insideyhat she'shinking when she gives me

the silent treatment, why she cries, what she means when she says
nothing's wrong, and how | can make a woman truly happy."”

The Lord replied,

"You want two lanes or four on that bridge? "

Spotted in Ripon North Yorkshire - car park machine

Maximum Stay - 1 Hour
Charges - UP TO 1 HOUR FREE!!

(Maybe this could work in Wilmslow??)
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The average young person passing their test has probably learned to
drive in daylight on roads with a 40mph speed limit and with lessons
cancelled if the highway was too icy.

Yet once they pass they are unleashed on anything from a country lane
to a motorway to drive in all conditions and at any hour of the day.
Young and newly qualified drivers hold 6% of UK driving licences but
are involved in 12% of all accidents annually.

One in five will have an accident within two years of binning their L
plates. Small wonder that some driving instructors feel the present test
needs an overhaul.

Sixty-four percent of instructors do not believe the UK test produces
safe and competent drivers, according to a survey of 800 instructors by
the BBC One's Real Story and the Driving Instructors Association
(DIA).

And 87% of instructors think young drivers ought to have an intermedi-
ate licence after passing their test and should drive under a series of re-
strictions including a night time curfew and driving with peer group
passengers.

Peter Laub, head of safety at the DIA, said: "International research has
shown that it is the imposition of these restrictions, which may appear
unfair to many, during the intermediate stage actually saves young
lives."

Some advanced driving instructors also believe the modern driving test
should incorporate elements of the system that is used to train police
drivers from their manual Roadcraft.

The basis of this is the system of car control devised in the 1930s for
the Metropolitan Police by the sixth Earl of Cottenham, Sir Mark Ever-
ard Pepys, a racing driver.

Cottenham's drill ensures that a driver is always in the right place, at
the right speed and in the right gear and is always anticipating potential
hazards.

And as Susie Elliott of Cadence Driver Development puts it: "Your rear
view mirror should become the most over used part of the car.”
Cadence founder Hugh Noblett, who worked for 19 years as an ad-
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vanced instructor at the Metropolitan Police Motor Driving School, de-
vised a test for young drivers for BBC One's Real Story incorporating
motorway driving, night driving and the skid pan.

"These young drivers might have spent some time on a dual carriage-
way but have no experience of the motorway", said Susie Elliott

"The chances are they will use their car for work or college which in

the winter will become their first experience of driving in the dark.

"Your driving test may be cancelled if roads are icy or it's foggy but
surely that is when you need to show how you can cope with these con-
ditions," she said.

The DIA also believes the current Hazard Perception Test is not "fit for
purpose".

Mr Laub said the test sends a dangerous message "that it is the speed of
reaction that counts and this translates into young drivers jumping on
the brake which could result in rear end collisions on dry roads or skids
on wet road."

A Department For Transport spokesperson said: "We have one of the
toughest driving tests in the world because, over the past few years, we
have consistently raised its standards."

From an article by Paul Burnell

Are Women Safer Drivers?

It's official — women really are safer drivers than men, and we have the
government statistics to prove it!

Not only do we make fewer claims on our car insurance, allowing us to
get the best deals on premiums, the latest Home Office figures show
men commit a massive 88% of all motoring offences.

But while we may be safe drivers, there are some that remind us there
are exceptions to every rule.

Take the woman in Cumbria who caused mayhem when she got con-
fused and drove four miles the wrong way down the M6, causing vehi-
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cles around her to crash as they tried to avoid her.

Here are some more true confessions....

“I once drove my Mini into the back of a stationary car. | had to confess
on my car insurance form that it was because a massive spider had
landed on the steering wheel and | was so scared | swerved. What an
embarrassing way to lose my no-claims bonus.”

“l was driving to my evening course at a local sixth form college when
| somehow managed to mount a small roundabout in the college car
park. | got a bit flustered when | realised that no matter how much |
tried to go forwards or back, the wheels were completely stuck. In the
end | phoned my brother who came round with his friends and physi-
cally lifted the car off — while a crowd of college kids gathered round to
watch.”

“Before | left on a long journey | looked to see if my car needed more
oil. Ten minutes later | was driving at 50mph down the A40 when sud-
denly everything went black. For a split second | thought I'd gone
blind, until | realised the bonnet had flown open. | must not have shut it
properly when I'd checked the engine — | was lucky not to cause a seri-
ous crash.”

Obviously didn’t do her cockpit drill!!

Two Tone Car

Two cab drivers met. "Hey," asked one, "why did you paint one side of
your cab red and the other side blue?"

"Well," the other responded, "when | get into an accident, you should
see how all the witnesses contradict each other."

Page 13



To my friends who enjoy a
glass of wine ...

As Ben Franklin said:

“In wine there is wisdom, in
beer there is freedom, in water
there is bacteria."

In a number of carefully con-
trolled trials, scientists have
demonstrated that if we drink 1
litre of water each day, at the
end of the year we would have
absorbed more than 1 kilo of
Escherichia coli, (E. coli) - bac-
teria found in faeces. In other
words, we are consuming 1 kilo
of poop.

However, we do NOT run that
risk when drinking wine & beer
(or tequila, rum,

whiskey or other liquor) be-
cause alcohol has to go through
a purification process of boiling,
filtering and/or fermenting. Re-
member:

Water = Poop,
Wine = Health.
Therefore, it's better to drink

wine and talk stupid, than to
drink water and be full of shit.

February 2008 ‘Which’ article
about uninsured drivers.

This magazine ran an article which
highlighted that most motorists
don’t believe that enough is being
done to tackle uninsured motorists.
- Don't forget each one of us with
insurance is paying £30 a year to
cover incidents involving those
without insurance! The following
highlights the basis of the problem:

PRICE OF A PENALTY

ITEM COST (£) FINE (£)
Comp Insurance 833.56 200.00
TPFT Insurance 1,042.41  200.00

Colour TV Licence 135.50 1,000.00
So where’s the incentive to pay for
insurance?

It was pointed out however that the
chances of being caught are now
higher with the introduction of
number plate recognition cameras,
but that’'s assuming the car is cor-
rectly registered to the driver.
Some motorists said that they felt a
lifetime driving ban should be im-
posed on anyone caught, but then
that also brings about who would
police the ban? Even harsher pen-
alties were suggested by others,
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but maybe shooting them and  Letter to the Editor
sending them the bill for the bulle
is a little harsh? ‘Road Humps’

Traffic-calming measures double
, the carbon dioxide emissions and
2 of the faces of Sgt. Chairman! 4 consumption by forcing
drivers to brake and accelerate
repeatedly, according to a study
commissioned by the AA, and
reported in The Times on 95
January 2008.
| am annoyed by the word
“forcing” The only form of force
IS not to accelerate and brake, as
the highway code Rule 153 says
“maintain a reduced speed along

For those who don’t know, our  he whole stretch of road within
current chairman, apart from worl 4,4 calming measure”.

ing full time as an Investigator for yq\wever. the concept of road
the Royal Mail, has recently beer} humps is brought into question, if
promoted to Sergeant in the ROY:j; js assumed that drivers will study

Logistic Corps - Postal & Courier 54 abide by the Highway Code.

Regiment. He actually spenta |t yhey did, there would be no need
large part of 2003 out in Kuwait & oy the humps in the first place.
Iraq. (Not to mention the few Colin Blades

weeks living it up in Naples be-
forehand!!)

Despite Wilmslow being a small jthough excessive braking and
group there must be members Wt 5celerating is unnecessary, to
have interesting jobs or activities’ yrive at a constant reduced speed
Maybe it would be interesting to \yqy|q mean between 5 and 10mph
do a ‘spotlight’ on a different for my car, causing frustration for
member each newsletter? Volun- hqce behind. For others, 30mph

teers, one pace forwards! causes little or no discomfort.
p.s. - Don’t salute Sergeants!!!

Editors Reply
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