
Page 1 

NEWSLETTER 

Wilmslow 
Advanced 
Motorists 

Registered Charity No 1113682 

Signs that confuse 

  Spring  2007 



Page 2 Page  2  

Wilmslow advanced Motorists 

Newsletter 
Spring 2007 

Dear All, 
 Welcome to the spring edition of the Newsletter. Especially wel-
come are the following new ‘associates’ attending fixed length course 
number 29:-Vicky Lee, Thomas Moor, Rebecca Young and Mark War-
burton. 
 Due to the increased number of associates passing the test and 
being recommended for membership of the IAM we have devoted page 
4 to this worthy news item. 
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Sunday runs 
Sun  May  13th - Run 1 
Sun  May  20th - Run 2 
Sun  June   3rd - Run 3 
Sun  June  17th  - Run 4 
Sun  July     1st - Run 5 
Sun  July  15th - Run 6 
Sun  Aug    5th - Run 7 
Sun  Aug  19th   Run 8 
All Sunday runs start from the car 
park behind Sainsburys in Wilms-
low. Registration is at 10.00 hours, 
please make yourself known by 
checking in with Jose, Ivy or Gavin. 
Runs start at 10.30 hours. Please do 
let us know if you can not make the 
run as this assists in organising ob-
servers. Contact numbers are on the 
back cover. 
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Classrooms for course 29 will be 
held at:- Dean Row Community 
Centre, Ringstead Drive, off 
Dean Row Road, Wilmslow. 
These are at 7.45 for 8.00 pm 
Tues   May  8th   Classroom 1 
Tues   June 26th  Classroom 2      
Tues   Aug 14th   Classroom 3 

�����������������	�
Mon      June 4th 
Mon      July 16th           

��	��������������
Tues      July 24th 
The above three meetings will be 
held at our usual venue:- The 
Drum & Monkey Alderley Edge 
but check before coming along. 
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 Is it just me or has anyone else noticed that the new mobile phone 
laws have had very minimal effect on many drivers? Just last week I 
was followed by a woman driver who chatted for about 5 minutes on 
her hand held phone and then promptly started applying make up after 
she had finished her call! I also followed another driver late on a Satur-
day night who showed all the symptoms of being under the influence of 
alcohol, but of course I couldn’t phone the Police as I would then be 
breaking the law myself! Maybe I over simplify matters, but wouldn’t it 
be beneficial to use some of the millions of pounds ‘fleeced’ from gen-
erally law abiding motorists by speed cameras, to put traffic Police on 
our roads? 
 Now that I’ve got that off my chest, let me wish good luck to 
those new members due to take the Advanced Test in the next few 
weeks & don’t forget it’s a good way to maintain your own driving 
standards and also helps to raise the overall standards on the roads by 
becoming an observer to help others become Advanced Motorists. 
 With the Summer months the publicity & recruitment team will 
be out at a number of events to attract new members & if any 
(particularly younger members) would be willing to assist pleas let ei-
ther myself or Tony Parkinson know. 
 Finally, watch out for further details of the annual group BBQ, 
this year being held at my place on Saturday 30th June, which promises 
to be a very ‘relaxed’ gathering with food & drink. 
  
       Jerry. Chairman         

E-mail: chairman@w-a-m.info 

�� �
� Please note the change of venue for the classroom sessions for 
course 29. 
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 Following successful tests the associates listed below have 
been recommended for full membership of the IAM. 

 
Ray French 
Paul Fellows 
Phillip Emm 
James Emm 
Richard Emm 
Sven Shore 
Malcolm Tweedie 
Richard Tweedie 
Angela Westington 

Roll of Honour 

 The present course has presented us with some excellent drivers, 
one of whom (Sven Shore) passed before actually completing the 
course. Whilst this is not always recommended, in this case it was justi-
fied and we are very pleased that Sven now intends to progress further 
and become an observer. 
 Angela Westington is also going to train as an Observer. We need  
Observers of all ages so that young are not ‘put off’ by old (and vice 
versa!) So— if you are interested, mention it to Gavin (or indeed any 
Observer) and we can take it from there. 
 Many thanks to the team of Observers, some of which have done 
countless extra runs, to make the above passes possible. 
Editors comment Is this the highest number of passes in a 3 month  
period?  
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B B Q Saturday June 30th 
  
 This annual event will take place on Jerry’s lawn which for those 
who don’t know, is 13, Northward Road, Wilmslow. 
 Please note the changed date as this is shown on the calendar as 
June 23rd. 
 Make a big effort to turn up and support your social committee. 
 
Wilmslow Show Sunday July 8th 
 
 I know this event seems a long way off but, as the next Newsletter 
will be after the show, this is the last opportunity to make all our mem-
bers aware of our presence at the event. 
 This year the show will be held on Sunday July 8th at the High 
School playing field, Holly Road, Wilmslow. 
 This event is one of our main chances of putting Advanced Driv-
ing before the general public and is a good way of recruiting new asso-
ciates without which we cannot survive. 
 We need as many people as possible to share the load of manning 
the pitch. 
 If you turn up early you might even see the Red Arrows if their 
timing is anything like last year! 
 Volunteers please contact any committee member— don’t be shy. 
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Flabbergasted:    Appalled at how much weight you have gained. 
Willy-nilly:  Impotent. 
Lymph:   Walks with a lisp. 
Circumvent:   An opening in the front of Boxer shorts worn by a 
Jewish man. 
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 Now that may sound a contradiction, but local charity Wilmslow Ad-
vanced Motorists recently reached out to some younger drivers. Richard 
Tweedie and brothers David and James Emm took and passed the Ad-
vanced Driving test. Shown in the picture is Mark Sherwood, Group Ob-

server passing on some of 
the skills to James Emm sat 
in the driving seat before 
taking the test. 
 It’s a well known fact 
that young drivers 
(particularly males) are at 
most risk of serious acci-
dents on the roads and the 
group are hoping to con-
vince more young drivers to 

sign up to a course and polish their skills behind the wheel. James said, “I 
really enjoyed and benefited from the course, taking and passing the test, 
which did improve my driving and proved I am now a good driver. It cer-
tainly isn’t about driving slowly everywhere, although safety was key at all 
times” 

'����������!(�
� �
� A new website, www.avisba.com, produced jointly by the car hire 
firm Avis and British Airways provides assistance to British drivers on 
roads around the world.       
 From Australia and South Africa to New Zealand and countries 
across Europe, a series of guides offers information relating to road signs, 
driver documentation, speed limits and traffic offences. Also included is 
advice about driving etiquette and parking in cities. 

�
)�!!�!�#
�		�
 When I married Miss Wright-I didn't know her first name was  
Always. 
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 A motorist has won a High Court battle to overturn a speeding fine 
after arguing he could not see the roadside warning signs. He argued that 
an overgrown hedge meant he could not see a signpost warning of the 
restriction. His conviction was quashed by two senior judges, who ruled 
that the sign left him insufficient warning that the limit changed from 40 
to 30 mph. The driver was originally caught in a police speed trap, con-
victed of speeding and fined £250 with £150 legal costs. 
 This sets an important legal precedent. Effectively it is now law 
that motorists cannot be convicted for exceeding the posted speed limit if 
a speed limit sign is obscured, so long as they aren’t going faster than the 
previously clearly posted limit. The ruling obviously cannot be used to 
quash convictions for blatant speeding. The case law referring to this rul-
ing is Coombes v Director of Public Prosecutions, Dec 20th 2006. 
Ack  Daily Telegraph 
Editors comment- How common is it for signs to be hidden by foliage?. 
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 As part of plans to encourage more members of the public to join 
the IAM, Head Office have been instigating a major programme of set-
ting up affiliations with nationally active motor clubs and other outside 
organisations, in order to attract their members and their customers, to 
the IAM. 
 The Goodyear tyre company has agreed to promote Skill for Life 
through their own chain of Hi-Q stores. They will be using their own ver-
sion of the regular IAM Skill for Life leaflet. 
 The text within the Goodyear version about the Skill for Life pro-
gramme is virtually identical to the text in our own leaflet. The only dif-
ference is that it refers to ‘Goodyear Advanced Driving’. 
 If associates apply via the Goodyear route they will receive the 
same information as anyone who comes to the IAM direct and they will 
be referred to the nearest group. 
 Editors comment– Just in case any of our ‘Eagle eyed’ members 
spot this scheme, this is an enhancement of our own recruiting efforts and 
not someone trying to muscle in on our act. 
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Hell is that my brother?  
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� Age limits? we don’t have them in the Wilmslow group of the IAM! 
In the last few years we have had associates ranging from 18 to over eighty 
and more importantly they all passed their IAM tests. 
 We have in the past had a father, son and daughter on the same 
course, but on this last course our new associates included Malcolm 
Tweedie and son, Richard (20) and Phillip Emm with two sons, David (22) 
and Jamie (23). Our classroom sessions were very interesting! Whilst 
never 'falling out' they all presented differing opinions and we had lively 
discussions! Position of hands on wheel (hands actually on the wheel at all 
times except etc…!) gear changing, overlapping, SPEED!, all came under 
fire and the Observers had a taxing time. Gradually, over the weeks, we 
got them all singing from the same song sheet!! Nevertheless, we held our 
breath until receiving the all-important phone call-I’ve passed. 
 However, the ‘family relationships’ presented one examiner with a 
possible problem (or five) What a challenge! The Emms took their test 
consecutively on the same day, and the Tweedies consecutively on another 
day. Fortunately, the examiner (quite a strict one!) was able to pass them 
all, possibly averting many dinner table ‘boasting' or ‘putting down’ situa-
tions and saving the sanity of the mothers-who have yet to join us! 
 So congratulations on these family achievements—and we hope you 
will encourage your friends to join us.  
 

)���	� )���
A programmer:��  is someone who solves a problem you didn’t know you 
had, in a way you don’t understand. 
An Auditor:   is someone who arrives after the battle and bayonets all the 
wounded. 
An economist:   is an expert who will know tomorrow why the things he 
predicted yesterday did not happen today. 
A psychologist:   is a man who watches everyone else when a beautiful girl 
enters the room. 
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 More than a million road potholes are being filled by councils 
every year, but it will take more than 11 years to clear the back log, a 
report published recently shows. 
 The £74 million spent filling the holes is already adding to the  
overstretched maintenance budgets, said a report from the Asphalt In-
dustry Alliance. 
 The maintenance backlog for local authority roads in England is 
estimated to take 11.1 years to clear, whilst the figure for Wales is 12.9 
years, the report stated. 
 Each English local authority, excluding London, has an average 
maintenance budget shortfall of £7.4 million whilst in Wales the aver-
age shortfall £4.1 million. 
 The survey stated that in the last 12 months authorities in England 
and Wales, outside the capital, filled 944,000 potholes at a cost of 
around £56 million. 
 London spent about £18 million on filling 258,000 potholes, an 
average of 7,807 per local authority. The average cost to fill one pothole 
in London was calculated at £72 whilst the national average was £54. 
 Local authorities are responsible for 95% of Britain's roads.  
Motorways and major trunk roads in England are the responsibility of 
the Highways Agency. 
 The chairman of the AIA said “the level of ‘patch and mend’ 
work was an inefficient use of resources. Left unchecked, this leads to 
creation of potholes. The next level of deterioration would be structural 
damage and, ultimately failure of the road”. 
 The Local Government Association blamed a freeze in govern-
ment spending, which had put pressure on council budgets, for the 
growing backlog. 
 Editor’s comment:-How many potholes does our local authority 
fill annually?—answers on a postage stamp. 
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 Recently a party of school children had a day trip to Hampton 
Court Palace ruined when their coach driver used a satellite navigation 
system to direct him and delivered them to a side street in north 
London. 
 The driver punched in the keywords, Hampton Court and London 
and set off from a school in Fareham, Hants. Using the on-screen in-
structions he, and the following coach, weaved their way through the 
capital and eventually arrive in a road called Hampton Court in Isling-
ton. No one noticed the error until they looked for Henry V111’s Tudor 
Palace and realised the only landmark of note was Highbury and Isling-
ton tube station. 
 The coaches then got hopelessly lost as they crawled back through 
central London in heavy traffic looking for the palace in Richmond-
upon -Thames. At one time a teacher got off to buy a map to help the 
driver and his trainee in the following coach. 
 With 60 restless year four pupils on the two vehicles, teachers 
eventually phoned their school, to find directions on the internet. 
 The trip was finally abandoned and the coaches returned to 
Fareham, seven hours later, without a glimpse of the palace. The day 
had been planned to bring to life lessons in Tudor history which the pu-
pils were studying. 
 The coach company apologised for the error and said it would re-
imburse the school and take the children on another trip free of charge. 
A spokesman said the lead driver misunderstood his portable satellite 
navigation console. The drivers are now banned from using sat-navs 
and must use maps. 
 An AA spokesman said “Whilst sat-navs are brilliant they rely 
entirely on the information that is put in and we would advocate still 
using a map to double check your final destination”. 
 
Ack:- Daily Telegraph 
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 A man came home from work and found his three children outside, 
still in their pyjamas, playing in the mud, with empty food boxes and 
wrappers strewn around the front garden. The door of his wife’s car was 
open, as was the front door to the house and there was no sign of the dog. 
 Going into the hall he found an even bigger mess. A lamp had been 
knocked over and the rug was in a heap against one wall. In the front room 
the TV was blaring a cartoon channel and the dining room was covered in 
toys and various items of clothing. 
 In the kitchen, dishes filled the sink, breakfast food was spilled on 
the worktop, the fridge door was wide open, dog food was spilled on the 
floor, a broken glass lay under the table, and a small pile of sand was 
spread near the back door. 
 He quickly headed up the stairs, stepping over toys and more piles of 
clothes, looking for his wife. He was worried she may be ill, or that some-
thing serious had happened. 
 He was met by a small trickle of water as it made its way from under 
the bathroom door. As he peered inside he found wet towels, scummy soap 
and more toys strewn over the floor. Miles of toilet paper lay in a heap and 
toothpaste had been smeared over the mirror and walls. 
 As he rushed to the bedroom, he found his wife still curled up in bed 
in her pyjamas, reading a book. She looked up at him, smiled, and asked 
how his day went. He looked at her in bewilderment and asked,  
“What the hell happened here today?” She smiled again and answered— 
“Every day when you come home from work you ask me what in the world 
did I do today”. 
 “Yes” was his incredulous reply. 
 She answered, “Well today I didn't do it” 
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Nice parachute:      Never opened. Used once. 
Used Cars:       Why go elsewhere to be cheated? Come here first. 
Wanted:       Man to take care of cow that does not drink or smoke. 
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 Learners will have to prove their knowledge of ‘green issues’ 
to pass their driving test under new rules to encourage environ-
ment—friendly motoring. 
 In the theory test, they will need to show they understand how 
motoring affects the environment, answering questions on the best 
speeds for driving and braking. 
 Questions could also cover route-planning to cut down on fuel 
consumption. 
 In the practical test, learners could fail if they ‘excessively use 
the accelerator’ when starting the engine, use lower gears 
‘unnecessarily’ and ‘consistently fail to use engine braking’. 
 Driving instructors are being tutored in the ‘principles of eco-
driving’, based on reducing fuel consumption and the output of   
carbon dioxide. 
 The Driving Standards Agency said: “This should lead to a 
group of drivers, who from Day One drive in an environmentally –
friendly way” 
 The changes are part of a major shake-up of the driving test by 
the DSA. 
 Learners will also have to show knowledge of first aid, new 
motorway signs and the importance of cars being licensed and in-
sured. 
Ack Daily Mail Feb 9th 
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Illiterate:    Write today for help. 
Lost:  Small apricot poodle. Neutered like one of the family.
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 Joe and Gladys are getting ready for bed. Gladys is standing in front 
of her full-length mirror taking a hard look, at herself. 
 “You know Joe” she comments. “I stare into this mirror and I see an 
ancient creature. My face is all wrinkled and my boobs sag so much that 
they dangle to my waist, my arms and legs are as flabby as popped bal-
loons and my bum looks like a sad deflated version of the Hindenburgh”. 
 She turns to face her husband and says "Dear, please tell me one 
positive thing about my body so I can feel better about myself” 
 Joe studies Gladys critically for a moment then says in a soft 
thoughtful voice, “there’s nothing wrong with your eyesight”. 
 The doctor says he’ll be able to leave hospital in a week or so. 
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The Times:   Read by the people who run the country. 
Daily Mirror:  Read by the people who think they run the country. 
Guardian:   Read by people who think they ought to run the country. 
Morning Star:  Read by people who think the country should be run by 
people from another country. 
Daily Mail:  Read by the wives of people who own the country. 
Daily Express:  Read by people who think the country should be run as 
it used to be. 
Daily Telegraph: Read by the people who think it still is. 
The Sun:   Their readers don’t care who runs the country as long as 
she is well endowed. 
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 Every square metre of barley in a field will go to make up nine pints 
of beer— that’s 2,000 grains of barley per pint. 
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� A couple made a deal that whoever died first would come back and 
inform the other of the afterlife. Their biggest fear was that there may not 
be an afterlife. 
 After a long life, the husband was the first to go, and true to his 
word he made contact, “Mary, Mary”. 
 “Is that you Fred?” 
 “Yes I’ve come back like we agreed”. 
 “What’s it like” 
 “Well, I get up in the morning, have sex, I bathe in the sun, and 
then I have sex twice. I have lunch, another romp round the golf course, 
then sex pretty much all afternoon. After supper, golf course again, then 
have sex. Next day it starts all over again. 
 “Oh, Fred you surely must be in heaven”. 
 
 “Not exactly, I’m a rabbit in Suffolk. 
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 We have a selection of videos and a few copies of the excellent 
“Roadcraft” on DVD, the latter could be very helpful to those associates 
nearing test 
 The rental price is £2.00 per hiring—please ask on a Sunday morn-
ing 
 If you do hire them please make sure they are returned, as they are 
too expensive to lose. 
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We leave cars worth thousands of pounds on the drive and lock our junk 
and cheap lawn mower in the garage. 
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